
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joyful Noise Office (616) 847- 6600 
Schoolagers@joyfulnoisekids.com 

Find classroom information on the website at  

www.JoyfulNoiseKids.com >>> Classrooms >>>School Age Info & Blog  

 

Welcome to the Joyful              

Noise School Age Program!  
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BEFORE AND AFTER CARE (Throughout academic school year) 
 

Breakfast: 
Schoolagers arriving at Joyful Noise in the morning will be served breakfast at 7:45 a.m. and will clean up and prepare to 
leave for the bus stop at 8:10 a.m. If your child does not arrive within the window that breakfast is being served, you will 
want to make sure that they have their morning meal at home.  On late start or delayed start days, as well as school 
closings and snow days, school age children will eat breakfast with the rest of the center at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Bussing: 
Joyful Noise is on the Mary A. White Elementary bus route. Children are picked up at our bus stop at approximately 8:15 
a.m. on normal school days and approximately 10:15 a.m. on delayed start days.  They arrive from school on the bus at 
the same location at approximately 3:55 p.m. If you child does not attend Mary A. White, you will need to provide your 
own transportation. tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜǎŎƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ 
in for attendance. 
 
Snack and other meals: 
Children arriving after school will be served a snack upon their arrival, after putting away personal items and washing 
hands (generally just after 4 p.m.)  Children who are attending during school closings or snow days will be served 
breakfast, snacks and meals. Our menu is available online at www.JoyfulNoiseKids.com/menu or on the main page on the 
άƳŜƴǳέ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀōΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ǎƴŀŎƪ ƻǊ ƳŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ welcome to do so, 
but please keep in mind that our center is peanut free and tree nut free due to severe peanut allergies. Leftover snacks 
ƻǊ ƳŜŀƭǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇŜŀƴǳǘκǘǊŜŜ ƴǳǘ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŎǊƻǎǎ-contamination                          
during mealtimes. 
 
Coathooks, proper outdoor gear and lost & found: 
School age coat hooks are located in the main hallway downstairs, directly after the office and double doors at the end of 
the staircase.  Please remember to label your cƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 
(snow pants, boots, gloves, hat, coat, etc.) Should you happen to lose an item, the lost & found bin is located directly 
outside of the office. During the school year to keep items together and prevent the spreading of germs, outer garments 
ƭƛƪŜ Ƙŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ƎŀǊōŀƎŜ ōŀƎǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻŀǘƘƻƻƪǎΦ 
 
Snowdays, school closings or delays: 
Joyful Noise remains open on snow days and most school closings with the exception of religious holidays and a few 
other special occasions each year. Parents will always be informed about any closings in advance. If you would like your 
child to attend the center on a school closing or delayed start, please inform the office in advance. Check your email for 
inquiries and updates regarding attendance. 
 
Central School, Dome Playground and Homework: 
Upon afternoon arrivals on normal school days after P.M. snack, children will utilize Central school playground (located 
next to Central school on 6th street) and the dome playground at Joyful Noise as well as the recreation room downstairs 
at Joyful Noise.  While using indoor facilities with their group, school age children are welcome to work on homework, 
but are responsible for their own materials and progress.  
 
Video Game Devices, personal devices and cell phones:  
Joyful Noise does not allow the use of personal devices or cell phones during school hours. If your child has a device in 
their backpack, it must remain stored during attendance. Joyful Noise is not responsible for any lost or damaged devices 
that are brought to our facility. 
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G.L.O.W Program (Summer school age program) 

¢ƘŜ WƻȅŦǳƭ bƻƛǎŜ άDΦ[ΦhΦ²έ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ Řŀȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ for our school agers at the center. Each summer, 
students enjoy a full calendar week of exciting activities, field trips and outdoor fun! All of the above guidelines 
regarding before and after care apply to our summer students, as well as the following additional policies: 
 
Backpacks: 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ǘƻ WƻȅŦǳƭ bƻƛǎŜ ŘŀƛƭȅΗ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ WƻȅŦǳƭ bƻƛǎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊόǎύΦ  
  
Extra pair of clothing:  
Iƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƛƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ 
clothing (shirt, pants, socks, underwear, etc.)  
 
Swimwear and towel: 
During the summer months, the school agers have periodic water days and swimming days that may be based on 
weather and heat.  We ask that children keep an extra set of swimwear and a towel to be stored at the center for such 
occasions. 
  
Proper footwear and athletic shoes:  
Flip flops and sandals are welcomed when children are resting at Joyful Noise or are participating in a water activity, but 
please bring a good pair of athletic shoes at all timesτpreferably ones that your child can fasten on their own  
(Velcro, etc). Your child will be asked to change into athletic shoes before any walking trips or while playing outdoors to 
ensure safety. 
 
Special field trips: 
On occasion, you may be asked to provide a small fee for a special activity for your school ager (such as bowling or 
transportation costs). You will be notified in advance if this is the case. Most activities will be provided and paid for by 
Joyful Noise. 
 
Calendars, newsletters and notifications: 
Information regarding schedule plans for schoolagers, learning content, blogs and other important and fun info can be 
fouƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎέ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀō ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ www.JoyfulNoiseKids.com.   
 
Arrival and Departure Locations: 
Parents or guardians are responsible for dropping off and/or picking children up at their designated location.  In the 
summer, the school age class is very active and will often leave the center as early as 9:30 or 10 a.m. for walking trips. It is 
important to stay informed via the calendar or call for location information if you are planning on dropping off or picking 
up your child during a time that may be more transitional (i.e., late morning or early afternoon). 
 
Contact: 
You may contact your lead teacher from approximately 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at (616) 847-6600, or by email at 
schoolagers@joyfulnoisekids.com. You may also call the office at the same number or email office@joyfulnoisekids.com 
with any questions you may have. 
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Reasons We May Contact You About Your Child 

 

There are many possible reasons why a caregiver may need to contact a parent concerning their 

child, but a few of the most important and typical reasons are highlighted here: 

 

1. FEVER:  If a child has a temperature of 99.4°F taken under arm or 100.4°F taken with a                   

temporal thermometer.   

 

2. DIARRHEA: If a child has two loose or watery stools, even if there are no sights of illness.                    

The exception is a loose stool that is caused by a new food, but a call may be necessary to 

determine this. 

 

3. VOMITING: Any vomiting is a reason to call a parent.  The exception is that some babies may ñburp 

upò or ñspit upò after a feeding.  This is not considered vomit and our staff is aware of what 

constitutes an actual episode of vomiting. 

 

4. RASH: If your child develops a rash of any sort, we will call you.  The exception is a mild diaper 

rash that parents are already aware of, in which case contact need not be made. 

 

5. CRYING AND COMPLAINING FOR A LONG TIME:  Any time a child is not ñherselfò or ñhimselfò 

and is complaining about discomfort, cranky for an unusual amount of time or inconsolable, a phone 

call home to parents will be made.  

 

6. INJURY:  Any time your child is injured, staff will always notify you. However, if we feel that the 

injury sustained warrants personal contact, we will call you to make sure that you have been 

informed about the incident in detail. The exception is the minor injury which does not require any 

treatment and made an insignificant impact on child (i.e., the minor ñwipe outò or mild                              

bump of any sort).  



 

 

         Our Mission Statement  

In a fun and Christ -centered environment, Joyful Noise Christian Childcare seeks to 

nurture and stimulate the growth of children in these five areas of childhood 

development:  

¶ Spiritually,  to foster the development of Christian values by experiencing God's love in 

Bible stories, prayer and music;  

¶ Socially,  to facilitate the development of relationships characterized by caring, 

sharing and trust;  

¶ Emotionally,  to encourage a positive self -image, recognition of feelings and the 

learning of self -control;  

¶ Intellectually,  to stimulate growth and critical thinking in all age -appropriate 

academic subjects, maintaining a non -competitive, fun -filled setting;  

¶ Physically,  to promote  healthy eating and exercise habits, and to enhance the learning 

of age appropriate developmental tasks and self -care. 

 
School Age Developmental and Classroom Goals  

     The following goals are used when planning activities and interacting with your child: 

CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT GOALS: 

         1.  {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ 

2. Students will continue to grow in their ability to pray, and be exposed to the idea of servitude 

while being given opportunities to serve their community and others in His service. 

3. School agers will be exposed to age appropriate Christian stories and songs, and be 

encouraged to gain a deeper understanding of the bible through memory verses, vacation 

bible school (VBS) and conversation with peers and caregivers . 

   SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL GOALS: 

1. Caregivers will provide a predictable emotional climate and consistent methods of age-appropriate 

discipline and consequences (see Conscious Discipline materials for your age group).  

2. Caregivers ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

self-esteem. Caregivers will provide support and methods for students to effectively handle conflict with 

peers. 

3. Caregivers will give students specific and positive praise and feedback. 

JOYFUL NOISE MISSION STATEMENT AND SCHOOL AGE DEVELOPMENTAL AND CLASSROOM GOALS  
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4. Caregivers will plan time for students to pursue their own interests and complete tasks on their own. 

(Examples might be independent centers, choice time, or personal projects). 

5. School age children will be given opportunities to work both independently and as a team, and to 

learn about cooperation and compromise. 

6. School age children will be given responsibilities and be held accountable for their actions.  

  COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY: 

1.  Caregivers will plan opportunities for age appropriate reading materials and time for students to read 

independently and also be read to.    

2.  Students will be engaged in meaningful conversations and be encouraged and allowed to express 

ideas and write across the curriculum with readily available materials such as pen, markers, lined and                     

blank paper. 

3.  Caregivers will plan cƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ D[/9Ωǎ όƎǊŀŘŜ 

level content expectations) from the Michigan.gov website. 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS: 

1. School Age children will be given opportunities to increase fine motor skills through delicate tasks such as 

writing, computer play or manipulative play. 

2. School Age children will be given opportunities for indoor and outdoor large motor growth through the 

provision of ample time and appropriate space for climbing, running, stretching and other activities. 

3. /ŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ D[/9Ωǎ όƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ 
expectations) from the Michigan.gov website. 

4. Students will be will exposed to ideas about healthy lifestyles and the element s of healthy habits such as 

balanced family style meals and snacks, water consumption and the importance of physical activity. 

  CRITICAL THINKING AND MATH: 

1. School age children will have access to materials, toys and games that stimulate critical thinking and 

mathematical skills such as puzzles, thinking games, problem solving games, calculators, etc. 

2. School age children will be encouraged to and be given regular opportunities to solve problems they are 

presented with in the classroom with their own ideas and solutions.  

3. /ŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ƳŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ D[/9Ωǎ όƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ 
content expectations) from the Michigan.gov website. 

   

 



 

 

WORLD KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING: 

1. School age children will be exposed to a wide range of interesting objects, books, and appropriate culturally 

diverse materials (such as multicultural dolls, books or music) and caregivers will encourage awareness and 

tolerance.  School age children will be encouraged to take interest in different ways of life, and different 

occupations and community roles.   

2. School age children will be given regular opportunities to explore and serve their community through planned 

field trips and visits (such as activities with seniors at the Community Center). 

3.  School age children will be given ample opportunities to build, construct and model structures based on world 

experiences and be given opportunities to properly apply and use real life tools (scissors, staplers, hammer and 

nails, etc.). 

4. School Age students will continue to learn about technology and its proper application in our world and be 

given opportunities to use technology instruments, electronic toys and computer time. 

5. Caregivers will plan social studies ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ D[/9Ωǎ όƎǊŀŘŜ                                       

level content expectations) from the Michigan.gov website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1. Read aloud with and to your child every day 

¶ Experts recommend 30 minutes a day 

¶ Select books that would be too challenging for your child to read alone 

¶ Choose genres that your child prefers 

2. Create a print rich home environment 

¶ Include both books (and books on tape) and writing materials 

¶ Include newspapers and child-oriented versions of popular magazines (e.g., Time for Kids, 

National Geographic for kids) 

¶ Set aside a special reading area in your home and make sure everyone uses it 

3. Model reading and writing 

¶ Make use of the family reading area on your own 

¶ Let your child see you reading for work or to learn something 

¶ Let your child see you reading for pleasure 

4. Read and write with your children in your home language 

¶ Let your child see you reading and writing in the language(s) which are most                        

comfortable to you 

¶ Stock your home library with books  

¶ Let your child read at home for fun in whichever language he or she prefers 

5.  Cook with your child to develop literacy 

¶ Read recipes together and create shopping lists together 

¶ Include your child in the shopping and selecting, and read the labels on items together 

¶ Make a family cookbook of favorite recipes 

 

 

 

 

10 Literacy Tips for 
Parents of School 

Age Children  



 

6.  Explore books together 

¶ Ask your child questions 

¶ Point out new vocabulary and ideas 

¶ Explore the characters motivations and relate them to your familyôs life 

7.  Tell stories together 

¶ Talk together about your family history and perhaps, do a genealogy chart 

¶ Look at old vacation photos and discuss your memories of the trip 

¶ Record your storytelling 

8.  Write with your child 

¶ Provide lots of writing materials and papers 

¶ Encourage your child to draw and write on her own 

¶ Encourage your child to write thank you notes to grandparents, make to do lists, signs, etc. 

9.  Communicate regularly with your childôs teacher about his or her                              
literacy development 

¶ Find out what is happening at school 

¶ Ask questions about your child and what you can do to support the learning process 

¶ Volunteer and/or observe in your childôs classroom 

10.  Visit the library often 

¶ Encourage your child to get her own library card 

¶ Take advantage of library programs such as family book clubs 

¶ Find out about your childôs favorite authors and genres and go with him or her to the library 

in search of interesting books 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reprinted with the permission of Reading is Fundamental, Inc. ©2007 Reading Is Fundamental 
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         SCHOOL AGE KIDSé 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Age Kids ARE Growing so much every day!                    
SO 

School Age Kids NEED Rest, proper nutrition and 

knowledge about how to make healthy choices! 
 

School Age Kids ARE   

Still young at heart and fearful of some things!                    
SO 

School Age Kids NEED 

Nurturing and a sense of security. 
 

School Age Kids ARE   

Full ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΧ                    
SO 

School Age Kids NEED 

Opportunities to safely explore and be active 

participants in the planning of their everyday 

activities and learning experiences! 
 School Age Kids ARE   

Self-conscious and seeking of peer acceptance                    
SO 

School Age Kids NEED 

Adults to show them tolerance, confidence 

building and problem solving skills to use when 

conflict arises. 
 

School Age Kids ARE   

Capable!                    
SO 

School Age Kids NEED    

An environment that fosters autonomy, 

promotes responsibility and offers 

opportunities for learning and growth! 
 

 



 
 



 

Conscious Discipline Cue Cards: How to handle conflicts with simple dialogue! 

 

     

     

     

       


